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'Science will get us out of this, but the Arts will get us through this'

Overview:
Progress Black History Art Show
Forest Heights and Mckinley Dance
I Care Community Connections
Celebrating Diversity
Flex Curriculum Super Users
Basquiat Tribute
March Tech Bites
Celebrations

EBRPSS Department of Fine Arts'
“Backstage” is our EBR School
Community monthly email newsletter
celebrating all things Fine Arts in the
District. During such an
unprecedented time in our global
community, Backstage is our attempt
to stay connected, informed and
united as we push forward during this
academic year. We welcome
celebrations, and newsworthy events
for each issue, and encourage you to
send information that you would like
highlighted. Each issue includes
current and past national news articles
highlighting education in the Arts.
Thank you for your tireless efforts as
Arts Educators. Enjoy this issue!
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2021 Black History Month
School Celebration
Progress Hawks Art
Gallery

Forest Heights
Elementary and
Mckinley Middle
Dance Celebrate
Black History

Forest Heights and Mckinley Middle Dance
Performance Classes were honored to help
celebrate Black History Month in a virtual
performance sponsored by the office of Council
Woman Erika Green and BREC: Honoring Past
Pioneer and Present Heroes in Medicine.. The
students performed powerful selections. We are
extremely proud of their work! Click the link below
to view the full program.

Community Connections &
Spreading Valentines Joy
Sponsored by I CARE, Buchannan
Elementary School provided Valentines
Cards that accompanied Lunch Boxes for
senior citizens at the Dr. Leo S. Butler
Community Center to celebrate Valentine's
Day and spread a little joy.

Magic memories
If you are missing EBR's Annual
Gospel Choir Showcase as much
as we are, check this out! Just
hold on, the future is looking
brighter by the day.

Thank you to
Ms. Bott
Ms. Banks
Ms. Mitchell
& Ms. Ryer
For the photo submissions

The I CARE Program is the alcohol drug
abuse, and violence prevention program
for East Baton Rouge Parish School
System. It provides prevention
education to students in public,
parochial, and participating private and
charter schools in the areas of alcohol,
tobacco, other drugs, violence, crisis
response, and management. I CARE staff
include 16 Licensed Prevention
Professionals who are career educators
with a five year minimum classroom
teaching experience and a master’s
degree in education. Specific services
include individual family and student
consultation, small group student
support, classroom education, staff and
parent trainings, prevention campaign
support, and variety of other support
services related to social-emotional
learning. Our ICARE specialists are
extraordinary. We applaud their
engagements and thank them for the
support they provide everyday!
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Celebrating Women's History
Women’s History Month had its origins as a national celebration in 1981
when Congress passed Pub. L. 97-28 which authorized and requested
the President to proclaim the week beginning March 7, 1982 as
“Women’s History Week.”

Throughout the next five years, Congress continued to pass joint
resolutions designating a week in March as “Women’s History Week.” In
1987 after being petitioned by the National Women’s History Project,
Congress passed Pub. L. 100-9 which designated the month of March
1987 as “Women’s History Month.”
Between 1988 and 1994, Congress passed additional resolutions
requesting and authorizing the President to proclaim March of each
year as Women’s History Month. Since 1995, presidents have issued a
series of annual proclamations designating the month of March as
“Women’s History Month.” These proclamations celebrate the
contributions women have made to the United States and recognize the
specific achievements women have made over the course of American
history in a variety of fields.

Celebrating the diversity of our
students in EBR Schools we
celebrate Women's History and
Irish American Heritage this
month.

Irish-American Heritage Month is celebrated
by proclamation of the President and
Congress in the United States to honor the
achievements and contributions of Irish
immigrants and their descendants living in
the United States. It was first celebrated in
1991.
On March 1, 2021 President Biden issued a proclamation on
Irish American Heritage Month to begin the month-long
celebration of the contributions of Irish immigrants and
Americans on our Nation's history. To view the proclamation click
the link below.

View the proclamation here

"Strength lies in
differences, not in
similarities"
-Steven Covey
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Congratulations to
our Flex Curriculum
Super Users!!

Southeast Middle:
Mr. Coleman's
Art Class Tribute

Paige Colwell, Quaja Bell, Gregory Millirons,
Anna Lacy, and Mary Trigg
We caught up with Paige and Quaja to find out why their usage has been off the charts. Here’s what they said.

What do you like about the FLEX curriculum?
Paige: Flex has been so helpful for me this year. With everything being hybrid and more and more paperwork, I
have found it saves me so much time. I like the videos the most, I think. They are bite sized and ready to go. There
is a level for every class. They're easy to drop into the beginning of a lesson. I also like using the pre-made
resources to insert into my own lessons. Like my kids do a book making project every year. They have to build an
accordion fold. I usually have to demo that live, but with hybrid I would have to record a video. I don't have time
for that necessarily. Flex had a resource of step-by-step instructions that I could download as a PDF and post in
my classroom. It saved me so much time and was easy and clear for my kids to follow. I have it saved, and I will
use it for that project from here on out.
Quaja: Flex is easy to use, simple to navigate the site and it covers the standards in the lessons. Usually, I scroll
Pinterest for about an hour looking for inspiration. When I find it, I have to break it down into the lesson and figure
out the objectives and standards that go with the project. Flex removes all those tiny tasks. I get my time back.
They have videos, pdf materials and step by step instructions. It makes sub work a breeze and last minute 'short
week' work less stressful. I also like how I can sort projects I find by classes I create; this makes it easy to find in
the future!
What do you use most?
Paige: I think I use the resources and videos the most. I do use the lesson plans when I haven't had time to build my
own or if I want to try something new. But I have been able to use the resources and videos in both the lesson
plans from FLEX and in lesson plans I already have. I have also been able to find lesson plans that are similar
enough to my current projects that I can take the picture instructions from them and use them. This helps a lot with
the virtual students. Now they have visuals for each step.
Quaja: I especially use the videos and the vocabulary sheets. The videos are always professional, and I don't
worry about 'comments'(like YT). The vocabulary sheets give students a reference that is digital and easy to take
notes from/on. The projects are also great ideas from which I springboard new projects!
What should a teacher new to the program do first?
Paige: I think if you're new you should go straight to resources and see what can be added to your plans. Or
browse through all the lesson plans and get excited about all the projects. I like to go look through the lesson
plans and get inspired. I'll show my kids the lesson plans page and have them choose what looks most fun to them
sometimes. It gives them a little feeling of having control over their curriculum. Flex is really such a great resource;
it's saved my bacon this year.

Quaja: Go into the site with a class in mind. Look through the lessons for the skill level you are interested in; from
there it’s a rabbit hole of ideas! Give yourself about 30 minutes, or you'll get pulledin by all the great potential
projects! Also, reach out to other FLEX users to see what is working for them. There is no need this year to stress
about creating entirely new groups of lessons. I have incorporated at least 1 FLEX lesson per class this year. That is
5 fewer lessons I have had to create from scratch!!!My mission statement for this year was to be forgiving of
myself, patient with myself and students and try new things!!!

w
to vie
here
Click

"It was a pleasure and an honor to bring
some light in the middle of everything that has
happened. Students were excited about the
showcase and having the opportunity to show
off their paintings. This year's theme was
about paying tribute to neo-expressionist
painter Jean-Michel Basquiat. He was a
famous artist of the 80s that made over 2000
pieces of work in just a short 10 year time
frame. He had such a heavy impact on the art
world during his career and I wanted my
students to learn of his story. The objective
was to study Basquiat's work and style and
the students would adopt it as their own to
create a painting that would resemble his
work. From the completed projects I received,
I believe they got the concept and executed
it well. Students were thrilled to see their work
put up in such a way and having faculty and
staff members come to see it. Mr. Joffrion
and Superintendent Adam Smith showed up as
well. When the students learned of who both
gentlemen were they were overly excited to
know that such important people came by to
see their work. It gave me chills to see all the
smiles on their faces because we know how
challenging this year has been. I just thank
everyone for stopping by and hope that you
all enjoy what you see from the virtual tour
video and 3d virtual tour link."

Javen M. Coleman

DEADLINE EXTENDED!
GRFA 2021 ANNUAL
SCHOLARSHIP ART AND
SONGWRITING CONTESTS
Click here for details
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Celebrations
Glasgow Middle School 7th grader, Lola Lee, will be performing in
Theatre Baton Rouge Young Actors Program’s virtual production of “A
Breath of Fresh Air: A Journey Through Songs and Scenes.” The show
will be aired via Vimeo March 12-14th. Tickets are on sale now at
theatrebr.org.

Congratulations to second grader Alice He for being the overall
and first place winner in the Louisiana Art Education Youth Art
Month Show. in the k-2 category. She will receive prizes and
her work will be reproduced as a flag for the state of Louisiana
to use. The theme was art connects us. She is Ms Marron"s art
student from Wildwood Elementary School.

MARCH TECH BITE

Check this
out:

Update:
Art teachers have already submitted over 200
works of art for our Fine Arts end of year
showcase. Our goal is 525! If you haven’t
submitted anything, now is the time! You may
deliver them to Liberty High, D Bldg, Room 211, or
Susan can pick them up at your school. Be sure to
have this written on back of work: Student Name,
Grade, School, Art Teacher, Title of Work,
Medium.If they need to be matted, Susan must
have them in her possession by March 26th. If they
do not need to be matted, deadline is April 16th.

Way to geaux
Westdale!

